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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following 
informalities: the PCT Application number needs to be filled in on page 4. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over VandenBerge et al. (U.S. Patent 4,760,503) in view of 
Sakuma (U.S. Patent 5,117,337). 

Regarding claim 8, VandenBerge et al. discloses a mirror frame 
adapted to receive a mirror therein (Fig. 2), the mirror frame including a 
lamp for illuminating the mirror (reference number 63), the frame 
including a pair of spaced-apart cover receiving sockets near an edge of 
the frame (column 3, lines 50-60, and in Fig. 3, upper top right and left 
of main body) and the other socket is an open socket for allowing the 
snap-in assembly of a cover to the frame (Fig. 4), the frame further 
including at least one detent spring receiving socket (column 3, lines 60- 
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66), a cover (reference number 70) including integrally formed first and 
second pivot axles for extending within the cylindrical and open sockets 
(reference number 48 and 49), the cover including a cam aligned with the 
detent spring for providing snap open and cosed control of the cover 
(column 4, lines 30-40), and a lens (reference number 51) coupled to the 
frame (Fig. 3). The portion of the claim starting with "for holding at least 
one of the cover pivot axles within the frame" is considered to be 
functional language that is not given patentable weight in an apparatus 
claim. See M.P.E.P. 21 14. VandenBerge et al. does not disclose a closed 
socket. 

Sakuma discloses one of the sockets comprises a cylindrical socket 
(reference number 22) for captively holding a pivot axle therein (Fig. 7, 
top right at joint). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use the enclosed socket of Sakuma in the 
apparatus of VandenBerge et al. to hold the axle more securely. 

4. Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over VandenBerge et al. and Sakuma as applied to claim 8 
and further in view of Dowd et al. (U.S. Patent 5,267,090). 

Regarding claim 9, VandenBerge et al. discloses the mirror frame 
being formed of a polymeric material (column 3, lines 5-15). 
VendenBerge et al. and Sakuma do not disclose an insert-molded circuit. 
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Dowd et al. discloses an insert-molded electrical circuit including 
contacts adapted to engage conductors of a visor core when the vanity 
mirror assembly is mounted to a visor core (column 3, lines 5-15). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use the configuration of Dowd et al. in 
the apparatus of VandenBerge et al. and Sakuma to enable one to make 
an electrical connection more easily. 

Concerning claim 10, VendenBerge et al. discloses a lamp socket 
for receiving a lamp (Fig. 2, portion by reference number 63). 

Regarding claim 11, VendenBerge et al. discloses a switch 
including a deflectable switch contact (column 4, line 65, to column 5, 
line 1). 

Concerning claim 12, VendenBerge et al. discloses the pivot axle of 
the cover further including a switch cam with selectively engages the 
deflectable contact for actuating the switch when the cover is in an open 
position to provide operating power to a lamp positioned in the lamp 
socket (column 5, lines 29-40). 

5. Claims 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over VendenBerge et al. in view of Dowd et al. 

Regarding claim 13, VendenBerge et al. discloses the housing 
being molded of a polymeric material (column 3, lines 5-15). 
VendenBerge et al. do not disclose an insert-molded electrical circuit. 
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Dowd et al. discloses an insert-molded electrical circuit which is 
coupled to an electrical component within the housing (column 3, lines 
5-10), and wherein the electrical circuit includes contacts adapted to 
engage contacts of a visor core when the housing is assembled to a visor 
core for coupling to an electrical supply available in the core to the 
electrical component (column 3, lines 1-10). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use the configuration of Dowd et al. in 
the apparatus of VandenBerge et al. to enable one to make an electrical 
connection more easily. 

Regarding claim 14, VendenBerge et al. discloses the housing as 
an illuminated vanity mirror frame (abstract) and the electrical 
component as a lamp (reference number 63). 

Concerning claim 15, VendenBerge et al. discloses a cover 
(reference number 70) pivotally mounted to the mirror frame (abstract) 
and wherein the circuit further includes a switch including a deflectable 
element engaged by the cover for actuating the switch when the cover is 
in an open position to provide operating power to the lamp (column 5, 
lines 29-55). 

Regarding claim 16, VendenBerge et al. discloses a visor body 
having at least one electrical conductor for coupling to a vehicle electrical 
system (Fig. 2, see reference number 110), and a mirror frame adapated 
to receive a mirror therein (Fig. 2), wherein the mirror frame is molded of 
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a polymeric material (column 3, lines 5-15). VendenBerge et al. does not 
disclose an insert molded circuit. 

Dowd et al. discloses an insert-molded electrical circuit which is 
coupled to an electrical component within the housing (column 3, lines 
5-10), and wherein the electrical circuit includes at least one contact 
adapted to engage the conductor of a visor body when the frame is 
assembled to a visor body for coupling to an electrical supply available in 
the body to the electrical component (column 3, lines 1-10). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use the configuration of Dowd et al. in 
the apparatus of VandenBerge et al. to enable one to make an electrical 
connection more easily. 

6. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over VendenBerge et al. and Dowd as applied to claim 16 
above, and further in view of Hemmeke et al. (U.S. Patent 5,685,629). 

Regarding claim 17, VendenBerge et al. and Dowd do not disclose 
a ledge. Hemmeke et al. discloses at least one conductor holding ledge 
(Fig. 6, abstract). The portion of the claim starting with "for positioning" 
and continuing to the end of the claim constitutes functional language 
that is not given patentable weight. See M.P.E.P. 2144.04. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use the configuration of Hemmeke et al. 
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in the apparatus of VendenBerge et al. and Dowd to support the 
conductor. See the abstract of Hemmeke et ad. 

7. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sakuma (U.S. Patent 5,1 17,337) in view of 
VandenBerge et al. 

Regarding claim 27 Sakuma disclose a visor body (Fig. 3), a mirror 
frame adapted to receive a mirror therein (Fig. 4) a cover receiving 
sockets near an edge of the frame for allowing the snap-in assembly of a 
cover to the frame (column 4, lines 44-55), a cover (reference number 17, 
Fig. 6) having first and second pivot axles for extending within the 
sockets (Fig. 4, top right and left), and a lens coupled to the frame 
(reference number 41) and an enclosed cylindrical socket (Fig. 7, top 
right at joints) and wherein the cover includes a first pivot axle (reference 
number 40) extending within the closed cylindrical socket (Fig. 7, top 
right at joints). Sakuma does not disclose open sockets. 

VandenBerge et al. discloses the sockets of the mirror frame 
including an an open semi-cylindrical socket (reference number 90) 
longitudinally spaced from the other socket (Fig. 3), and a second pivot 
axle (reference number 90) snap-fitted within the semi-cylindrical socket 
(column 4, lines 25-30). 

The portions of the claim, one of which starts with "for holding" 
and ends with "said frame" and another portion starts with "said lens 
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holds" and ends with "cylindrical socket", are considered to constitute 
functional language that is not given patentable weight. See M.P.E.P. 
2114. 

8. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sakuma in view of VandenBerge et al. as applied to 
claim 27 and further in view of Dowd e't al. 

Regarding claim 28, Sakuma discloses a lamp for illuminating the 
mirror (abstract). Sakuma does not disclose a polymeric material or an 
insert-molded circuit. 

VandenBerge et al. discloses the mirror frame being formed of 
polymeric material (column 3, lines 5-15). 

Dowd et al. discloses an insert-molded circuit including contacts 
adapted to engage contacts of the visor body when the vanity mirror 
assembly is mounted to the visor body (column 3, lines 5-15). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use the configuration of Dowd et al. in 
the apparatus Sakuma and VandenBerge et al. to make electrical 
connections more easily. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use the configuration of VandenBerge et 
al. in the apparatus of Sakuma to be able to mold the apparatus easily. 
See column 3, lines 5-10, of VandenBerge. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 1-7 are allowed. 

10. Claims 18-26 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

1 1 . The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of 
allowable subject matter. The prior art fails to disclose a vanity mirror 
assembly having the following features: 

1) a lens adapted to snap fit within the mirror frame over the lamp, 
the lens including an edge with engages the second pivot axle to hold the 
cover in engagement with the mirror frame as recited in claim 1 ; 

2) the visor body includes a first ledge including a hook for holding 
the conductor to the visor body and a second ledge including a notch for 
receiving and holding a stripped end of the conductor in a fixed position 
as recited in claim 18. 

Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Sharon E. 
Payne whose telephone number is (571) 272-2379. The examiner can 
normally be reached on regular business hours. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272- 
2378. The fax phone number for the organization where this application 
or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

13. Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 
Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact 
the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Sep 




Sharon Payne 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



